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St Michael and All Angels

Anglican Church, Weltevreden Park

The Gospel Of John: Daily Bible Readings, Week 10

MONDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (13:1-11)

Fundamental to the message of John’s gospel is that God loved the world to the extent that he gave his son to die for it (Jn 3:16). In today’s reading, Jesus too is described as loving his own (13:1) even to the point of death. In preparing for that death, Jesus renders one last act of loving service to the disciples when he washes their feet. In this act he provides them with an example of what they are to do for each other: love one another so much that they are ready to lay down their life for their friend. 
 The washing of the disciple’s feet occurred while Jesus was with his disciples to eat the Passover meal.  The Passover was a Jewish feast commemorating Israel’s exodus from the Egyptian bondage.  On that occasion God went through Egypt slaying the firstborn of Israel.  To be spared all the Israelites had to mark their houses with the blood of the lamb.  This shows the symbolic connection between Jesus and the lamb that died so the people could be saved.     

Here John tells us that Jesus acted with full knowledge of what was about to happen. He knew his hour had come to be handed over to be killed, and he knew that He had come from God and was going back to God. Inside views of what Jesus knew are common in John.      

Knowing all this, Jesus who has already been anointed for his burial (12:7), now interprets the meaning of his death by washing the disciples’ feet.  He prepares them to follow his example by laying down their lives for others as interpreted by the good shepherd laying down his life for the sheep.    

To further illustrate this key point of love, one would think it would be especially difficult for Jesus to wash the feet of Judas fully knowing what Judas had already intended to do. Rather Jesus’ love and humility was so deep that He washed even the feet of His own betrayer.  John shows us that Christ love is contrasted with the treachery to which Satan had already persuaded Judas to betray Him. We are led to believe that Judas participates in the washing of the feet without any objection. 

While doing this task, Jesus came to Peter to wash his feet. He questioned why the Lord would wash his feet (vv.6-8). Peter does not understand the significance of Jesus washing his feet and thus insists, “You shall never wash my feet.” However, when Jesus points its necessity, Peter overacts: “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.” This  scene is consistent with the image of Peter as a somewhat impulsive figure who at times misunderstood the intention of Jesus.
He however could not understand the amazing humility of Jesus, but as with most of what Jesus has said and done, Peter will fully understand the meaning only after the cross and resurrection.  It is only by being washed that he could truly have a share in Christ.

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion   

Peter wasn’t sure how to respond to Jesus’ act of service.  It was so humble and unheard of that it caught Peter off guard.  But when he understood that accepting Jesus’ service – accepting his love – was an essential part of being Jesus’ follower, he enthusiastically received Jesus’ gift.  How has God served you? Loved you?  Blessed you?  How do these gifts make you feel?  How do you respond.

TUESDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (13:12-20)

As a continuation of yesterday’s study, John now offers us the meaning of Jesus’ foot washing.  Having completed His task, Jesus asked whether or not they understood what He had done. This shows that there was more to this than just washing of feet. He sought to emphasize a deeper lesson they should learn. 

For many of us this passage symbolises humility, yet there is a further and deeper meaning in the foot washing. In other words, we should also consider the fact that in humiliating himself to wash the disciple’s feet, Jesus was acting out his own humiliation of death.  The foot washing is an act of humble service for others, as well as a symbol of the humiliating service Jesus will render in laying down his life for others—which is why the foot washing is necessary if the disciples are to have a share in him (13:8). John illustrates that the example Jesus has given is not just one of humble service, but of humble service to the point of death and this is expected of his followers as well.

John illustrates that Jesus’ death, which the washing symbolizes is a prerequisite for the disciples having a share in the kingdom. Their inheritance in the kingdom was secured by his sacrificial death.  

However, it is important to note that the love Jesus is modelling is not a ‘religious’ love, but a love, a way of acting in the world which transforms the world. Especially, when you remember that Jesus was crucified by Roman power, Jesus models a whole way of leading which is diametrically opposed to the hierarchical model of Roman power. This lesson in leadership, though, was equally applicable to the Jewish leaders whose hierarchical style of leadership is shown pointedly in ch.9 to be similar to Rome’s. 

John then returns to the theme of the traitor (v.18).  Jesus knew that not all of the disciples would be able to accept his radical love expressed in the foot washing and in his death.  He knows the character of each of them whom he has chosen, but one of them is excluded from this choice.   He knew that Judas would betray him, but ironically John reports that the betrayal would lead to the completing of Jesus’ mission and death.  John concludes today’s  study by adding that acts of humility will not degrade them, but prove them to be His messengers to whom all honour is due.

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion     

The application to today would be that anytime others really need our help, we should be kind enough to be willing to serve in whatever capacity they need, no matter how humble, not thinking we are too good to do certain tasks.  Pray – Telling God your feelings about serving others.  What is holding you back?  Be honest.  How do you want to grow in this area?  Tell God what you really feel.

WEDNESDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (13:21-30)

Today John brings us to the moment we’ve all been waiting for, the unmasking of the traitor.  We notice at the beginning of the foot washing John notes that the hour for which we have been waiting for has now arrived (13:1).  Previously Jesus alluded to his betrayal twice, verses 10 and 18, and now the truth must be told plainly.  Jesus is described as being deeply troubled and makes the solemn declaration “one of you is going to betray me” (v.21).

Jesus’ beloved disciple to whom John introduces us for the first time is asked by a nod from Simon Peter to find out secretly who his talking about. The Lord’s answer is rather ambiguous.  Jesus replies that he will indicate by an action who the traitor is (v.26). Showing that Jesus was aware of who would betray him.  It seems likely that these words were not spoken loudly to the entire group, but only to the Beloved Disciple. It also appears that Jesus preferred that the group as a whole not know at this time the identity of the betrayer. 

And finally by dipping bread in the dish and giving it to Judas the secret is revealed to us, the readers only. John reports that as soon as Judas had received it, Satan entered him (v.27), but it is Jesus not Satan who prompts Judas to leave and carry out his betrayal. When Jesus tells him “do quickly what you have to do, John explains that none of the disciples understood at that time the true meaning of Jesus’ words to Judas. To illustrate this further John includes verse 29, to point out the speculations concerning the meaning of Jesus’ words to Judas. 

Picking up again the recurring theme of light and darkness, John shows that Judas has become one of those who walks by night and stumbles, because the Light is not in him (11:10). Verse 30 adds “It was night” and that is all John needs to say about Judas fate.  He left the light and went out into the darkness.  The implication is clear, refusing to accept Jesus places one in the realm of darkness.  

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion

Jesus knew beforehand that one of his own disciples would betray him.  Such knowledge could have easily led Jesus to distance himself from such a man and to protect himself from harm’s way. Instead, Jesus shows affection and loyalty to those who were his own, even to the one he knew would do violence to him through betrayal. How do you treat people who have caused you grief or disappointment, especially those who might be related to you in bonds of friendship or kinship? 

THURSDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (13:31-38)

John now begins what is commonly called Jesus’ farewell discourse.  Today’s reading portion reports further instructions, including the new commandment “love one another” and Jesus’ second conversation with Peter, of which both have a significant connection with the foot washing and the farewell discourse that follows.      

In his Last Supper discourse Jesus speaks of his glory and the glory of his Father. What is this glory? John shows that it is the cross which Jesus speaks of. In other words Jesus’ death is characterised as his glorification (vv.31-32). Just as his glory was revealed in the foot washing so also will his glory of his death be revealed by the cross.  John tells us that the cross of Jesus shows us that the greatest glory in life is the glory of willingly sacrificing one's life for the sake of another. In the cross God reveals his great love for sinners.  Let us recall, though, that we are not to confine the meaning of the cross to religion. In John the cross is the way victory over the darkness of the world is won.

Jesus next addresses the immediate impact of the cross on the disciples. He began by plainly telling them that He was going to be with them only a little while longer. He would leave and they would seek for Him (v.33). But as He had told the Jews, they could not go.  But their case is not hopeless; they must make up for their loss by mutual love according to the standard which Jesus has set.  Jesus’ new commandment has a significant connection with the foot washing.  The close association of love shown through the foot washing and Jesus’ death conveys the implication that Jesus was charging his disciples to love one another even if such love requires that they lay down their lives for others.  

To show his loyalty, Peter too was willing to lay down his life for Jesus (v.37).  Words similar to those of the good shepherd found in John 10:11.  Peter was sure of himself, when in fact he would not at this time lay down his life for Jesus.  Exactly the opposite would be true. Peter’s protest is met by Jesus’ prediction “you will disown me three times” (v.38). Peter’s denial is prophesied in all four Gospels (Matthew; Mark, Luke and John).  

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion

There is no greater proof of God's love for us than the Cross of Jesus Christ.  In the cross we see a new way of love – a love that is selfless, sacrificial, forgiving and compassionate beyond comprehension. How can we love one another selflessly, sacrificially, and with compassion? 

FRIDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (14:1-14)

The first part of the farewell discourse now begins, continuing to the end of chapter 17. In this part of the discourse, Jesus reassures the disciples that he is going to prepare a place for them and that he will return to them.  In this section Jesus reveals the Father to them, promises to send the Holy Spirit and leaves them with his peace.

John continues to take up the thoughts of yesterday’s study.  The thoughts of separation and treachery had led to perplexity if not despair. There is great fear among the disciples. They have just received disturbing news. So Jesus begins today’s portion by urging his disciples not to be troubled.  There is ample reason for the disciples to be troubled, 1) one of them will betray Jesus, 2) Jesus is leaving them and, 3) even Peter will deny Jesus.  Earlier, Jesus too was troubled (11:33; 12;27; 13:21).

On the conventional reading  Jesus consoles his disciples by assuring them that he is going to prepare a place in heaven for them (v.2). There is, however, another way to read this promise which is that Jesus embodies his “Father’s house” (the Temple having been destroyed and replaced by Jesus), so that the promise isn’t a promise focused on heaven but rather a way of assuring them that he remains united to them (v.2) by his death and resurrection (v.2b-3a). This continued Presence is guaranteed by Jesus’ promise that he will send the Holy Spirit so that when he “come(s) again…(to) take you to myself so that where I am, there you may be also” (v.3). He is promising them, in other words, life in the Spirit here on earth. This is why vv.10-14 promise, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these (v.12). 

In what follows the metaphors of going and coming are gradually spiritualised into the expression of abiding presence.  Thomas protests (v.5). They do not know the way, or even the goal. Thomas is the disciple who finds it difficult to believe. He needs to be sure of everything before he believes.  Jesus then replies with another of the great “I AM” sayings.  “I am the way, the truth, and the life”. But as they know the way leads through death.  Jesus’ death will enable the disciples, if they follow, to gain the truth and life , which Jesus gives and is.  And the goal is the Father, as they should know if they had really known him.  

Phillip protests; he says, “Lord show us the Father, and we will be satisfied” (v.8). The protest reveals the disciples’ failure, in spite of their long companionship with Jesus.  They failed to learn that in Christ they have had all that we can know of God. His words are not his own, and his works are really the father’s doing, who is in him.  If not his teaching then at least his works should convince them that He is God’s messenger. John reports that belief in him will enable them to do greater works.  This qualification rules out asking for mundane things and it focuses on Jesus’ mission to glorify the Father.        

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion

Jesus shows us God and invites us to trust that in life and death, our place with God is secure. We need not be anxious. How, and through whom, has your place with God been revealed?  Think of ways, of how you have revealed God to others. 

SATURDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (14:15-31)

Yesterday we spent time in the beginning of what is known as Jesus’ farewell discourse, where Jesus comforted his disciples.  Today’s passage is a continuation of that conversation that Jesus had with his disciples as he prepares for his death.

John shows that Jesus is not only going to prepare a place for them, but he will send another to be with them in his place.  He promises to send the Holy Spirit, also known as the “Paraclete” or “Advocate”.  The term Paraclete or Advocate is to call one in to give whatever help may be needed.  It may also mean intercessor, comforter or counsellor. With the promise of the sending of the Holy Spirit, John intends the reader to understand that the Paraclete or Holy Spirit will continue doing what Jesus began to do.

Firstly, John reports, Jesus saying to the disciples “if you love me obey my command”.  In other words, if they show that love which is proved in obedience they shall have the presence of the Spirit, whose power they already know and shall experience more intimately.  And that the Spirit is the basis for their continued relationship with the Risen Lord.  They shall have that higher spiritual life, which will enable them to be sure of His presence (v. 17), and that their union with Christ will be realised through that obedience which is the test of love.  Their love will be returned by the Father and by Himself, and he will reveal himself to them.  

When Judas (not Judas Iscariot) asks how this can be? Jesus’ answer asserts the true character of the Messianic Kingdom. Love which shows itself in obedience is the condition of entrance into God’s Kingdom.  

With the explanation of the true meaning of His coming, John brings the teaching to an end, by reporting that the Paraclete or Holy Spirit will continue Jesus’ teaching and remind them of what Jesus had said.  

Jesus continues to reveal his legacy to the disciples.  He has commanded them to love one another, now he gives them the Hebrew Shalom, the blessing of Peace, not the formal farewell that men usually gives, but a real gift. They need not to be troubled anymore for they have his promise.  He must go, but will come again.

Meditation/Prayer Suggestion

The Holy Spirit is our Advocate and Helper who brings us safely through the challenges and adversities we must face in this life.  How can we allow the Spirit to lead us more and more into the knowledge of God's love and truth? 
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