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St Michael and All Angels

Anglican Church, Weltevreden Park

The Gospel Of John: Daily Bible Readings, Week 1
MONDAY

Introductory Bird’s-Eye View
One way of looking at the overall structure of John’s Gospel is in terms of the four journeys Jesus makes to and from Jerusalem.  These journeys give his Gospel a typically Jewish focus on the Heavenly City and its Temple which Jews believed to be the centre of the universe. John thus continues the focus on Zion (Jerusalem) that is central in the OT, but with the terrible irony that it is in the Heavenly City that the Son of God is killed by his own people.
The first journey-cycle occurs in 1.19-3.36; the second in 4.1-5.47; the third in 6.1-10.42; and the fourth in 11.1-17.26.

These journey-cycles are preceded by a Prologue (1.1-18) which tells us where Jesus comes from; and followed by the story of Jesus’ death and continuing significance (18.1-21.25).

John’s story portrays a battle around the central question: Who is Jesus? John lines up witnesses for Jesus and witnesses against Jesus, so we, the readers, can see what’s at stake and make up our own minds. The Gospel’s background setting is a court-room. The Narrator is judge and the Gospel is his judgement – which is wholly in Jesus’ favour.
Notes on the Reading Portion (1.1-3 – the beginning of the Prologue)
According to John, Jesus was not born at all: he always was – like God he is uncreated and thus one in identity with God the Father (1.1-3). Notice how the wording at 1.1 is exactly the same wording as in the Greek version of Genesis 1.1: both say, en archē = in the beginning. John wants us to connect the beginning of his story of Jesus with the beginning of God’s dealings with the cosmos. 
Jesus is called “the Word” for which the Greek is logos. This word has its background in both Jewish and Greek thought. In terms of the former, logos is the wisdom of God as seen in the wisdom literature of the OT (eg. Proverbs 8.22ff) where the figure of Wisdom (sophia) is sometimes separate from and sometimes indistinguishable from God. Interestingly, sophia is a feminine figure in the OT, which adds a previously-unthought aspect to our understanding of God. 
In terms of the latter, the Greek background to logos, logos is the principle of rationality which we have always believed to be visible in creation which therefore reflects the ordered mind of the Creator.  As Charles Dodd put it, creation is “the self expression of God”. These two ideas combine in John 1.1 to give John’s own meaning of logos which is that it describes Jesus the Christ. Jesus is the Wisdom of God which reveals life lived perfectly, and Jesus is the self-expression of God.
Meditation/Prayer Suggestion
Meditate on the implications of this verse, especially on God as Creator.

TUESDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (1.1-18)
Having portrayed Jesus as being a co-creator with the Father (1.1-3), John immediately presents Jesus as “life” and thus as “light” (1.4-6). Both are Wisdom concepts and both illustrate the Greek concept of the logos as thought-which-is-uttered-in-speech. In other words it is in the very nature of God that what is within God (if I may put it this way) must come forth from God. At any rate, for John the world is like a darkened room into which, suddenly, a beam of intense light shines. Hang on to these images for they will remain central in the whole Gospel.

The Prologue then moves to the idea that Jesus brings the heavenly down to earth which becomes ours through rebirth (1.12-13). This idea will be explored further in ch. 3.

Finally, comes a blunt statement of a stunning idea: the spiritual has taken on “flesh” (1.14). From now on it is possible to be human (the meaning of “flesh” here) and fully spiritual. As most religions separate “spirit” from “flesh” John lifts the possibilities of daily human life onto a new level.

John ends by emphasizing this manifestation of the divine as an outpouring of Grace (1.14b, 16-18) which is superior to Law (1.17). He ends with the astonishing assertion that God, on whose face no human being can gaze because God is too holy, we now see fully in Jesus Christ (1.18).
Meditation/Prayer Suggestions
Bring yourself before Jesus by reading the passage slowly. Open yourself to the claim it makes that you are in the Presence of God himself.

WEDNESDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (1.19-34)
You will have noticed how this Prologue injects verses dealing with John the Baptist into this presentation of the divine man, Jesus Christ and then concentrates intensively (1.19-34) on JBapt. We need to understand why JBapt is so important. 

John highlights JBapt as the first witness to Jesus’ identity as Son of God as early as 1.7. A “witness” is someone who makes a claim based on personal experience. The Narrator stresses that JBapt’s claim is true by virtue of JBapt’s humility (1.8, 15, 19-34) – many at the time followed JBapt, thinking that he was the Messiah so John emphasizes at the outset that JBapt himself makes no such claim for himself but points to Jesus.
Meditation/Prayer Suggestions
Reflect on the meaning of being a witness to Jesus – have you been one? Are you equipped to be one? Hear the call to be one, a call that belongs to every Christian, but hear it for yourself. Are you able to turn away from opportunities to be the focus of attention as JBapt did?
THURSDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (1.35-51)
Yesterday we already moved into the first journey cycle for at this point in the Gospel Jesus is somewhere outside Jerusalem (1.19) and goes to Galilee at 1.43 – Galilee is in the North of Israel. 
However, the subject of today’s portion continues to be “witness”,  even though the word itself isn’t used. The theme begins with JBapt (1.35-36) again pointing away from himself to Jesus to two of his own disciples who straightaway follow Jesus (1.35-38). Thus JBapt’s witness is immediately effective.
Notice that verbs of seeing are very prominent – “watched”, “look” (1.36); Jesus asks the disciples What are you looking for?(1.38)  and then tells them, Come and see (1.39). This emphasis on sight (also 1.46, 50, 51) underlines the theme of witness for a witness is one who has seen with her own eyes. We are told (1.39) that they “saw” and  “remained”. These words must be understood as statements of their rebirth. Disciples are being made thick and fast!
Meditation/Prayer Suggestions
The kind of seeing John presents refers to the ability to have insight into the truth that Jesus is Lord. Put a microscopic lens to your life in the light of the Lordship of Jesus Christ: where is the light uncomfortable?

FRIDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (2.1-11)
In this story of the changing of water into wine in Cana in Galilee Jesus performs the first of seven “signs” (2.11). A “sign” is an action pointing to God’s transforming Presence in the world. As is most often true in John,  key words carry symbolic meanings: “water” stands here in the context of a wedding feast for what is inadequate to the occasion, whereas “wine” brings joy appropriate to the occasion. The story emphasizes the large amounts involved (2.6) and the superlative quality of wine Jesus produces (2.9-11) – this is a unique occasion even though weddings are common! 

The setting of a wedding feast is a symbol of the Messianic banquet which will inaugurate God’s fulfillment of history. Thus this story claims that the End-Time has begun in Jesus.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, has a powerful but mysterious role in this story. She initiates an action (2.3) which Jesus protests against (2.4) but nonetheless does what she requires (2.5-7). Perhaps there is more than a hint here of the biblical theme that God responds to our faith! 
Jesus’ protest at what his mother wants him to do is expressed in terms of the “hour” which (2.4) he says “…has not yet come”. The “hour” represents God’s time for action and will play an important part through the narrative. It tells us that Jesus likes to act only when the Father tells him to do so. Here he is persuaded to act before “the hour” which underlines the extent of Jesus’ love for the world and the freedom he has within his relationship with the Father.
In addition, mention of “the hour” anticipates Jesus’ death which will happen when his hour has come (13.1). This is important because it highlights the difference between John’s understanding of Jesus and that in the Synoptics and Paul: for John, Jesus’ death doesn’t merely come at the end but is intertwined with his life. This allows us to say that in John Jesus’ life is as significant as his death for his eternal significance, whereas for the Synoptics and Paul his significance has lain in his death alone, which has contributed to a quite serious misjudgement of the meaning of the cross in doctrinal history.
Meditation/Prayer Suggestions
Reflect on God’s generosity. How have you known it?
SATURDAY

Notes on the Reading Portion (2.13-25)
John places this event at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry rather than at the end (as the Synoptics do). Thus he makes it the lens through which we encounter Jesus’ whole ministry and the meaning of his life. It also further intertwines his life with his death and makes his death the lens through which John presents his life.
You’ve probably heard of the ‘cleansing’ of the Temple but the story really symbolizes Jesus’ destroying the Temple, symbolically. This action is typical of OT prophets who often dramatized their prophecies; and this is exactly what Jesus is doing here. He is prophesying the end of Temple worship, which is replaced by worship of himself as Lord and God. Quite a claim but we’ve already seen why he makes it.

Jesus is thus not acting against corrupt practices in the Temple: sheep, cattle, and doves (2.15) were provided for pilgrims coming from afar to use in sacrifice; and special coins had to be used in exchange for the coinage used in everyday transactions which had the Roman Emperor’s image on it and was thus prohibited in the Temple.

The Jews ask for a “sign” (2.18), which leads Jesus to speak of his death and resurrection (2.19-22). This exchange is typical of many in John: Jesus speaks on a spiritual level which those around him misunderstand and interpret literally. It’s a way of dramatizing the blindness of the world to God’s Presence in Christ.
Meditation/Prayer Suggestions
Has God ever surprised you (as Jesus’ claim here must have surprised everyone)? Are you ready to be surprised by God (or are you too comfortable or set in your ways)?
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