St Michael and All Angels

Sermon: Chris Langefeld  


24 July 2005
Where are you O Lord ?

1.  In the name of God, where are you O Lord? “

Does this or a similar question not roll off our lips in the face of tragedy and suffering? The bombings in London – in Kenya – in Egypt – in Iraq- the demolition of the houses of the poor in Harare – appear to occur against the background of silence from God.

2.  Israel and in continuity with it, the Christian community, have come to experience the presence of God in an extraordinary and uncanny way, virtually unprecedented in the history of religions.  This experience and understanding is classically described in the Exodus story and retrieved in the pattern of Jesus’ own life death and resurrection. 

Israel and Christianity proclaim the shocking news that God is found within the struggle of humans to be free of oppression, slavery and death. God is the ultimate goal behind our striving to build our lives as individuals and communities. God is the source and goal of the strivings of our hearts.

· God is not to be found in the pomp, pride and arrogance of oppressive power

· God is not to be found in attempts to crush and destroy life and being

· God is not to be found in deceit, lying and the lack of intelligence that brings chaos and disorder into our lives.

3. God is found deep within our struggles to be more, to create what is good, true and beautiful.  God in short is the inspirer of our efforts to be authentic. He is absent when we silence and stifle the desires that (S)He stirs in us to go beyond ignorance, selfishness and attachment to illusions. He is present when in faith, hope and love we receive the stirrings in our consciousness to go beyond what we are to improve and recreate the disordered patterns of our lives.

4.  Who are we at St Mikes? Through our baptism we are a people committed to walk the way of Jesus. We journey and struggle to die to our old selves and rise to new life. Death is not merely the event that marks the end point of our physical existence. We already experience death through the 1000’s of deaths we have to live through in our daily existence.

There are 3 kinds of death we encounter in the midst of life

4.1 There are the deaths that arise fro growth and development

· The emergence from the womb into the uncertain world of family and society

· The emergence from childhood to adolescence

· The change for newly weds as they give up the dating game

· The couple who in their 40’s give up secure jobs and start out on a new venture

4.2 There are the deaths imposed by circumstances beyond our control

· The death of spouses or children

· Being faced with a terminal disease

· Faced with unemployment

· Negotiating the aging process

Life is changed radically and we cannot go on as before.

4.3 There are deaths that come from conversion and transformation.

· Kicking a drug habit

· Falling in love

· Mother who puts an end to her stubborn refusal to speak to her daughter

· The woman who refuses to put up with abuse and asserts her pride and dignity. 

5. God is present within us and within the consciousness of the wider community as the stirring and the invitation to be more and do more. God is the goal and future of authentic individual and collective striving.  In this way history becomes the joint creation – God who stirs and we who respond to the invitation. Our failure to attend to and understand the stirrings and God’s invitation, lead to sin and chaos.  

A group of about 20 people from different groups in the parish have come together to plan and conduct a survey of the parish. It is hoped that we will get a better understanding of what people in the different life stages consider to be their interests, needs and aspirations. The material gained from the survey will form the basis for our planning of pastoral care, worship and community outreach. Unlike the traditional survey we will not be going out with typed up questionnaires but simply participate in the lives of groups that we already belong to and listen for the themes that emerge from the day to day spontaneous conversations of our people. In this way we hope to discern what the Spirit is asking of us as a parish in this area. Please cooperate with the folk  who we will be introducing to you over the next few weeks.

Amen
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