OUR OCEANS – OUR LIFE
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Genesis 1:9 - God said, “let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry ground “land”, and the gathered waters he called “seas”.  And God saw it was good.

Genesis 1:21 – So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.

 The sea! An amazing little understood and little appreciated of God’s creation.  It is no accident that the theme for the 2004 World Environment Day is The Preservation and Conservation of the Ocean Resources.

It is tragic that over the past century, mankind has misconstrued God’s instructions:

Then God said, “ Let us made man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

Mankind has read dominate / plunder / use indiscriminately / waste for RULE..

Did you know that:

· Marine fish are the primary source of food for l.2 billion people

· Oceans provide more than 70% of the oxygen we breathe.

· More exactly from the mid-Atlantic ocean where there is a considerable density of phytoplankton (tiny little plant-like forms).  More oxygen comes from this source than from all the tropical rain forests put together.

· Most of the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is “cleaned-up” and processed in the ocean.  

· Goods and services provided by the oceans are estimated at $21 trillion – at least 70% more than the estimated value for the entire terrestrial environment

· The rate of habitat destruction in the ocean is 150 times greater than global deforestation (chopping down of the rain forests)

· Close to 80% of the world’s plant and animal species call the ocean home.

· Half the world’s mangrove stands – important as fish breeding grounds and means of coastal protection – have been destroyed by human development.

· Swimming in polluted seas in various areas around the world causes an estimated 250 million cases of gastro-enteritis and respiratory disease annually.

· The marine environment is the main interface to the world’s largest economic sector – tourism.

And yet the biggest threat of this vast eco-system comes from the land! 
The Ocean is 

· Severely polluted by sewage, heavy metals, oil, fertilizers and litter
· Vast areas such as the Gulf of Mexico, Baltic Sea, North Sea, Black Sea and the Adriatic Sea have one thing in common – they are “Dead Zones” – vast areas that cannot sustain life because of pollution

· Because of this huge pollution problem, “red tides” (the presence of large quantities of minute by toxic marine plants) have become more common.  These harmful blooms can kill fish and can render seafood dangerous if not fatal to eat.

· Oil tanker spills account for only 12% of oil in the ocean – most comes from industrial and urban run-off.

· Seven billion tones of litter lands up in the world’s oceans annual – more than 50% of it is plastic.  Turtles, fish, birds, dolphins, seals and even whales fall victim to plastic litter which they ingest and it is estimated that 100 000 marine mammals and turtles are killed annually by this plastic litter
· Hundreds of thousands of marine turtles, dolphins and “useless” fish are destroyed each year by deep-sea trawling (many of the victims of this netting are endangered species – especially dolphins and turtles

· 40 % of commercial fish species are severely over fished and roughly half of those species are critically endangered – extinction of these species is imminent 

· of the 126 marine mammal species, 88 are listed on the IUCN Red List of Threatened species

· Land-based human actions are destroying many marine habitats – including wetlands, mangroves and coral reefs.

· 12 billion tons of ballast water containing, at any one time, 10 000 marine species are shipped around the globe each year, spreading alien and invasive species. Here in South Africa a major problem on the West and Southern Cape Coast is the invasive black mussel, which is presently displacing the indigenous brown mussel at an alarming rate.

· On the Southern Africa coast, poaching is a major threat to our resources – especially the perlemoen (abalone) – and not only to marine resources but to security in coastal areas.  Major international crime syndicates are implicated.

So, what does it mean for us – sitting here in the middle of Gauteng – the nearest Ocean about 500 kilometers from us? How do we dominate / plunder / use indiscriminately / waste resources from the oceans?

We could be doing our bit to degrade our oceans by

· Just tipping the old oil down the drain

· Allowing that plastic bag to be blown away

· By using excessive fertilizers

· By using unscrupulous tourist agents when organising marine-type outings – whale-watching, sun-down cruises and site seeing tours

· By buying non “dolphin-friendly” tinned fish products

Oceans are the critical link in the Earth’s powerful circle of life.  The oceans are an exciting and fascinating world that still holds many secrets – Will we take the take up the challenge to treat our Oceans with respect – and as good stewards or will be complacent with the destruction that is happening.

…. And God said, “let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry ground “land”, and the gathered waters he called “seas”.  And God saw it was good.
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