St Michael and All Angels

Sermon: Jack Williamson  
NINTH SUNDAY (29 May 2005)
INTRODUCTORY PRAYER

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight O Lord my rock and my Redeemer.

Amen

INTRODUCTION

It was pointed out at the planning meeting for today’s worship that the interlinking thread in today’s readings is faith – faith that is so deep and strong that it cannot but lead to action. 

Saint James said that just as body without spirit is dead so too is faith without works dead.
 St Paul was undoubtedly at odds with St James on questions of the Law as it should or should not be applied to Gentile Christians, but would have supported this idea fully.

As St Paul took great pains to point out works do not bring about salvation but they do serve as evidence of faith in Almighty God.

In that beautiful verse 24 from today’s Gospel reading St Matthew reports that Jesus said:

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.

Here Jesus does not set rules for the attainment of entry to the Kingdom of Heaven. He is setting guidelines for salvation here and now. What a joy to be able to say at the day’s end or indeed at life’s end, I believe in and trust God. I believe that I have followed his instructions as best I could and it has been an absolute pleasure. I believe that I would not have been as safe and happy as I have been had I done otherwise.
A MAN OF FAITH

In considering faith it is well to consider the patriarch Abram who became Abraham. He was the first great patriarch of the nation of Israel and is revered by Christians and Muslims as the epitome of human faith in the will of God.

St Paul quoted Genesis 15:6 in his letter to the Romans 4:3

6 And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

If we regard Abraham as a historical figure rather than an exemplary figurehead he was born, some 4,000 years ago, in Ur. Ur was famous Babylonian city situated in what is now Iraq. Abraham’s father decided to move to Haran some 500 miles from Ur in what is Turkey today. The people of both cities worshipped Sin, a moon god. He grew up and took a wife Sarai. They couple proved unable to have children.

We read this morning of his first test of faith when God asked him to leave the place of his coming of age, his home, his relations and friends, his very security, and head for Canaan. He was no longer a young man and this commitment to the unknown was an act of extraordinary faith.

Abraham had no law – no yardstick by which to measure his performance. His faith was his righteousness. Later he was willing to sacrifice his son, Sarah’s son – a son they had been unable to have for so many years, because of his absolute faith in Almighty God.

THE MESSAGE

What is the message for us sitting here today at St Michael’s?

God protected Abraham and made his life one of fulfillment and God did this for one and only one reason. Abraham had faith in God. He believed in God heart with absolute conviction.

God wants us to believe in him absolutely. God does not ask this of us in return for eternal life. He hopes that we will believe in him absolutely so that our lives may be the richer and our contentment complete. God loves us and wants us to trust him, to rely on him, and to enjoy his bounty.

Brothers and sisters we do not have to do anything. God will do it all for us. We need to trust God completely.

CLOSING PRAYER

In the name of God in heaven, God on the Cross, and God in our hearts.

Amen

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

· Faith is not like a gas flame. We cannot simply turn up the gas to get a bigger flame. There must be several ways in which we can deepen and strengthen our faith. What are they?
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