St Michael and All Angels

Sermon: Karen Uitzinger  
   THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY, 26 JUNE 2005
Matt 10 : 34 – 42  “I have not come to bring peace but a sword”

Many years ago now – I was unfortunately involved in a car accident .

And this necessitated ….. painful plastic surgery to my face .

But then … ( as if this wasn’t enough ) …….. I was told a couple of yrs later …

…. that ……. I would have to undergo .. further facial surgery …

….in order to remove ……some ….additional glass fragments that had previously gone undetected .

And as you can imagine –

I really didn’t look forward to another painful procedure .

In fact – I can remember wishing to myself :

“ If only I could stick on an elastoplast  …

…. and … in this simple .. painless way …….. just make it all better “ .

But of course , this was only wishful - thinking ….. and I knew that ..                                                                                                                         … for healing and wholeness to come about ……. a scalpel would be needed ..and .. not an elastoplast .

In a similar … and  .. quite a hard – hitting way this morn – 

We learn that …. the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a scalpel …and … not an elastoplast .

Many people , however ……. want an elastoplast religion .

They want a religion …that ….. simply comes into their lives –

And makes everything .. that is in their lives ….. a little bit better .

They want a religion .. that makes their jobs a little bit easier –

· Their relationships a little bit more successful . 

· Their marriages a little bit more rewarding .

· And their net worth .. a little bit more impressive .

But this is not the Christian faith .
The Gospel of Jesus Christ .. cuts things:

It cuts away to our heart  –

When we have to confess before a holy God …… that we are sinners .. and lost without him .

It cuts across family lines , breaking family ties .

It cuts across friendships .

It cuts across acquaintances at work .

It cuts across our choices .                                                                                                                        

It cuts across our aspirations .

But …the Gospel does this …….. not so that it can .. negatively tear apart .. and .. destroy …

… but , like a scalpel ………. it comes in …. and ... it cuts away things ……… that are ..dangerous … and … marring .. to our life .

An elastoplast religion …… will never cure the cancer that is in our soul –  Only the sharp edge of a scalpel .. can get it out .
Jesus’ words this morn …… are … shocking  –  And the shock confronts .. us with a question :

Is our religion ………. elastoplast Christianity …                                                                                       ….. or … …. is it a radical scalpel .. that forces us to cut things out of our lives ?

We have to be very serious this morning – And we have to examine ourselves .

It can be so easy to get deluded into “ the culture of Christianity “ – ( even in a church ) –

Where we just get sucked into the undercurrent … and .. we bob effortlessly along the waves ….                                        … thinking that everything is fine .

And ……. we don’t realise .. what we are doing .

Until … we wake up one day …. and we see ………..…. ( hopefully …we see ) …..                                                                                  …..that …… our worship of God ……. .. has never come from our heart .
It’s never been ……. at the centre ..of what we do .
It’s only just been  …… an accessory to life 
Many people tend to think that, the Gospel is about peace… in the sense that.. it’s about making everything happy.

But , Jesus says right there ….... in the opening line of our Gospel pass :

“ Do not think that I’ve come to bring peace “ .

And he says this ……. because .. he doesn’t want anyone to mistakenly get the idea …                                          … that .. his gospel is just ….. an .. easy going , good time religion .

 “ I have not come to  bring peace ….. but a sword !! ”   …..says Jesus 

And then he gets .. very specific  –

And he starts talking about .. how his gospel splits things up .
“ But “.. you may be thinking to yourselves   “ isn’t it true …that , every Christmas “…….we read in the Book of Isaiah …

…. that …… Jesus is called.. “ the Prince of Peace ? .”
And the answer , of course  is ….….. “ yes “.

In Is 9 : 6…we do indeed read that ……  Jesus is….. “ the bringer of peace “.
But we need to understand that …. Jesus brings peace with .. God .

He doesn’t give us … peace with our sin .

And he doesn’t give us … peace with this world .

And so ………….… believing this gospel … will often mean that …..                                                                                                             

    …... we will not have peace .. with the people who reject it .

And yet … it’s often so much less costly …for us  …..…to…embrace the values of the world ….. …… than it is .. for us to oppose them .

And so…daily …( in a very real way ) ……. we face the temptation of ..compromising our faith .
And yet  -   we are called to be followers of … radical Lord .

A radical Lord who preaches ……... a .. non – compromising Gospel .

And especially this morn . …….. .. Jesus uses words that are .. hard for us to hear .

He uses words that are ….. hard for us to .. understand .
And our natural inclination may well be .. to reject them ….. or even to be .. appalled by them .

But rather , let us try to understand  that …… Jesus is speaking ultimately…..out of huge love for us .

He is wanting to give us … new life -

And, in order to do this, he knows that he must …… “attack “ the world that we have allowed to define us…. …and ….… the life ..that we love so much .
It’s important that we understand here… that the word “world “ ….. can have more than one meaning 

And I am referring to it this morn … in the sense that it is..……..“the human system opposed to God’s purposes” .

Jesus makes it very clear in his teachings …that ………… the pull of this world must die .
This is why we find him -                                                                                                                                                           

Insisting that the rich young ruler ……give up his selfish ambitions … and … possessions …                     

…. before he can become a Christ follower .

 Jesus knows that ..unless we allow the Gosp to be as a sword ……. that cuts out .. all the values and standards of the world .. from of our lives ..                                                   

… we remain in bondage to the world …….and we cannot be his disciples .

In the Sermon on the Mount …… he tells us that …..we cannot serve two masters :

We either allow the worldly values of…power, prestige and possessions.. to gain mastery over our lives 

Or we keep the world in check …….. by allowing Christ alone .. to become our master .

We are to let go of ….. all worldly attachments … … which so subtly and powerfully …. draw our hearts away from Christ .   But  -   this doesn’t mean that …… we cannot own .. or… enjoy material things .

It doesn’t mean that ….… we cannot be successful in the world :

Or …… have close relationships .. with loved ones –

But it does mean that …                                                                                                                         …our number one allegiance , above all others ….. must be to Christ .

It means remembering that ……. it’s impossible to give .. ultimate allegiance to more than one thing 

Of course ….… there are many things in the world .. that are basically good ….                                                                               ..…. because they have been created by God -

But - as we go about enjoying these things….Christ always needs to be our balance and our benchmark
Jesus wants us not to be …  “ out of the world ”…..

... but … to be..kept from .. the pull of the world…….as we move into its furthermost parts..to redeem it for him .

In vs 37 of our Gosp pass …. Jesus says :

“ Whoever loves father or mother more than me … is not worthy of me.

And whoever loves son or daughter more than me … is not worthy of me .”

Now you cannot just read that scrip pass .. and say to yourself :

“ Oh isn’t that a nice passage  “ –

Because , in a sense ……… it offends the things that we value .

But… the words in this scrip pass ….. are intended to be .. radical .
They are meant to ……….. call us out of .. what we naturally tend to do –

AND … MAKE US DECIDE FOR JESUS CHRIST !
They are intended to show us that …                                                                                                         …. it is impossible to have ultimate allegiance .. to more than one thing .
No one .. is willing ….. to walk down the road of the cross …

… as long as they love the things of this world …… more than they love Jesus Christ .

( And as I speak these words ……. I am reminded of .. a really touching story of loyalty  ) .

A while ago , I asked an 18 yr old confirmation student of mine , from a previous parish ..

… what impact her confirmation training had had on her life .

She was a young woman … who had had .. a really hard upbringing .

She’d been disadvantaged by the previous regime .

She came from a poor and a conflicted family … in a rough and gangster – ridden neighbourhood .

And her candid and courageous reply …. brought tears to my eyes .

She said  :

“ My brothers and sisters despise me ….. now that I am serious about my faith -

They say that .. by going to church …. I am trying to be better than they are “ .
 “ I have lost all my friends at school -

Now that I have begun to walk my talk  –  they make fun of me “.

“ But I will take it .”
 “ If my friends have to become my enemies , for me to be with my best friend , Jesus –

That’s fine with me ! .”

 “ If I have to sacrifice everything .. I will “.

 “Father Karen “ ,  she said …..(and they all used to call me this ) -

“ Father Karen “ , she said …… “ as I talk to you now …. my tears are tears of sadness –

But most of all …… they are tears of joy !! ”

Will you risk everything for Christ ? 

When your boss at work , or .. the unstated company policy …...requires you to be unethical ..

… would you rather be fired … than dishonour Christ by compromising ?

 ( My own husband once questioned his boss over an ethical issue …..and my husband found that ..  it cost him his directorship in the company   -                                                                                                      

But … I’m sure he received the blessing of the Kingdom , in it’s place).

When the “ in – crowd “ …. engages in behaviour that is morally inappropriate –

Would you rather be snubbed …. than dishonour Christ ?

If acting as a Christian meant …. losing your position in the community …

… or if it cost you .. imprisonment , or death …..

…. would you still choose to follow Christ …. trusting in him , regardless ? .
These really are such hard  questions ….. that involve .. a lot of risk -  

And to respond to them .. positively …… requires that we have ..enormous trust .

The risky life of discipleship …… is .. not a call to foolishness … or …carelessness  –

It is trusting the Lord ..with the consequences of living as a Christian ... in a fallen word .
As I conclude this morning -  Let us remember that …. behind all these hard sayings today …

…. is a … God of love .

A God who promises .. that he will never leave us .

A God who has himself …walked the hard and costly road .

A God who willingly …. lived with risk , and tension and suffering .

A God who demonstrated … supreme loyalty , commitment , and obedience -

And who ………. encourages us now .. in our radical call .
He is a God .. who lets us know that …… loyal discipleship ..does indeed have it’s rewards  .

Because ….. in the last two verses of our Gosp pass ……                                                                              ….. Jesus tells us that ……we will not be rejected .. by all the world –

And those who receive us warmly …….. will themselves .. be richly rewarded .

But even more importantly:   We are reminded this morn . that …                                                                                                   …. walking the way of the cross for the sake of the kingdom .. is not an end in itself –

It results rather  .. in the glory of resurrection life – even now ….

…. and in ……the fullness of life to come .

Amen
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