ST MICHAEL and ALL ANGELS, Weltevreden Park

Sermon and Discussion points: Shona Fleming 
THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN

Luke 18: 9-14

Break into small groups and discuss the parable under the following headings:

1. Identify the main characters 

2. The shock value 

3. How do we relate this to new kingdom values? 

The Two Characters.

1. The publican or tax collector. 

· Name was synonymous with sinner

· Hated and despised by fellow Jews

· Jewish officer of the Roman government

· Extorted money and goods from his own already oppressed people.

2. The Pharisee. 

· One of 2 main parties in Judaism in Jesus’ day.

· Name means “one who is separated”.

· Came out of Maccabean period.

· Kept Jewish faith alive and separate – an amazing feat

· Well respected and learned men.

· Genuinely faithful people – prayed, tithed, fasted and knew the scriptures.

Shock Value.

Modern day equivalent: “The pope and the pimp went into St. Peter’s to pray.

· We would not automatically assume Pope was self-righteous.

· Jews would not assume Pharisee was self-righteous

· The temple sets the rules of the game- something Jewish people of that time would understand.

· Temple map vs Christian map

· Tax collector leaves the temple justified/ right with God

New Kingdom Values.

1. Spiritual muscle- to what end? Self-glorification or to empower us to serve God better. 

2. We operate under Grace not Law. References: Romans 3 v 28 and Ephesians 2: 8-9. 

3. We may not judge others or compare ourselves to others. 

When we set ourselves besides Jesus and the Holiness of God, all that is left to say is “God be merciful to me, the sinner”.

Amen 

