ST MICHAEL and ALL ANGELS, Weltevreden Park


Sermon: Jack Williamson; TRINITY SUNDAY: 6 June2004

INTRODUCTORY PRAYER

In the name of God who created us, God who died for us, and God who directs us day by day. In the name of the Trinity and the unity.

Amen

Selah.co.za

TRINITY SUNDAY

There was no feast in the early Church and it was Pope John XXII (1316-1334) who declared a feast to be celebrated on the next Sunday after Pentecost. This feast was of the second class until 24 July 1911, when Pope Pius X elevated it to a primary. Until I learned that I was pretty proud of myself being allowed to preach on Trinity Sunday!

THE TRINITY

I have listened to many Trinity Sunday sermons claiming to explain the nature of the Trinity. I have no intention of going that route. I have no idea what the Trinity is like or how they are joined in unity. Like St Paul I see in a mirror dimly now and know only in part and that is sufficient for me until I see face to face and know in full as indeed I am known.

I consulted the Internet to learn more about the Trinity and am indebted to a South African web site called Selah.co.za for the material I shall present this morning.

The first question is whether we serve one God or three? Do we serve a committee of three distinct Gods that can be separated or a unity with three facets? If Jesus is separate from God the Father is he the lesser as the Aryans claimed?

These are questions that vexed the early Church and led to disunity necessitating the ecumenical councils of which perhaps the most famous was that at Nicea in 325. Although a creed was adopted then it would be another half century before the Aryan view could be put away. The Church remains split on the issue of whether the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son as we assert or from the Father through the Son as the Eastern Church insists.

It always helps to look to scripture for comfort when these questions plague us.

In Deuteronomy 6:4 we read, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD."

The in Isaiah 6:8 we see, whom shall I send and who will go for us?

The Hebrew word ELOHIM a word favoured by one of the writers or schools of the first books in the Bible is the plural from the word EL meaning God.

It seems that at least one of the writers of Genesis was thinking of God in a plural manner.

The web site points out that each person in the Godhead expresses the whole fullness of the Godhead with all its attributes. Each is omniscient or all-knowing, omnipresent or everywhere present at the same time, and omnipotent or all-powerful. All are timeless and unchangeable
Each of them is co-eternal, co-equal in power, glory, and substance.

None was created. All are infinite, eternal almighty and our God and Lord.

But then each has a specific office in the Godhead.

It is worth noting the opening words of St John in his Gospel.

 In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the Word was God. 

Later in verse 32 St John the Baptist testifies that he saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus like a dove and remain with him. He testifies that he was told that whereas he baptised with water Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit.

That the three persons of God are distinct may be learned from St John 14:16

In this verse Jesus promises that he will ask the Father and he in turn will send another comforter – the Spirit of truth.

In John 10:30 Jesus says that no one knows the Father except the Son and any to whom the Son reveals him.

In John 14:9 we Philip is told,  He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.

That each is God is amply demonstrated in scripture and there is no need work through the evidence.

God is a complex concept and we have no right to expect to grasp this concept with our human intellects. We will see God. We have Jesus promise of that Meanwhile we must content ourselves with the Words of Brutus taking leave of Casius before the final battle. Sufficient that the day must end, and then the end is known.

THE MESSAGE

What is the Good News for us today. It is this

If you have God in your life at all you have all three persons yet one God.

There is no such thing as those of us who have the Holy Spirit and those who do not. There are some charismatics who seem to think this way but in reality (I believe) what they are advocating is a conscious recognition of, and use of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We must never forget that the Holy Spirit is that person of God who inhabits all of us. Those who fall down slain in the Spirit are merely manifesting their faithful willingness to “let go and let God”. The same goes for those who speak in tongues. They are misguided if they try to tell us that they are filled with the Holy Spirit and we are not.

There is no such thing as Jesus who did his duty some two millennia ago and then left us in the hands of the Holy Spirit. No indeed Jesus was in the beginning and lives now and is with us. We must learn to see him in others. He is in all others not just Christians. He is there, even if they themselves do not realise it and do not act accordingly.

There is no such thing as a remote God the creator whose arms were folded shortly after the Big Bang, secure in the certainty that all would work out as planned.

God has no gender. They created gender for the purpose of reproduction in their Kingdom on Earth. They never had, nor have now, nor ever will have need of it.

God is three yet they are one. We cannot and do not need to understand the structure of the Trinity in order to understand the teachings of Jesus, to worship and thank our creator, nor to feel the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

May I end with a summary from the web page I used?

The Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Father.

The Son is not the Spirit, nor the Spirit the Son.


The Spirit is not the Father, nor the Son - or vice-versa.


                                  Yet ..


The Father is God .. The Son is God .. The Holy Spirit is God.
May God the one who is three be with us all evermore.

Amen

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1 Is the Holy Spirit always with us or do we have to make some special effort to avail ourselves of this person of the Godhead.

2 If we have Jesus and the Holy Spirit then what exactly is or should be our relationship with God the Father?

3 Does it matter whether we can understand how the Trinity can be three and yet one?

4 How can we best be aware of the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives every day all day?

� Julius Caesar – William Shakespeare
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