St Michael and All Angels

Sermon: Shona Fleming  
   TRINITY SUNDAY  (22 May 2005)
Deut 4:32-40;  Ps 33:1-12;  2 Cor 13:11-13;  Matthew 28:16-20

There is a story of a man who attended church only once a year, not at Easter or at Christmas, but on Trinity Sunday. He said he loved to see the preacher get so confused.

I have to admit that when I saw that I was preaching and I saw it was Trinity Sunday. I did know a moment of panic. I knew from all the books I had read on the trinity and from the articles Tim had lent me that even the great scholars have not reached any consensus on the trinity and so today I am going to share my own view on the trinity. I believe that we are all on a journey with God, and as in all relationships, as we spend more time with God, He will reveal Himself to us in different ways. So my hope is that something of what I share this morning will help you on your own personal journey of discovery with God. 

 

There are two analogies that I have used in the past, when talking about our triune God.   Neither of them is wholly satisfactory but I do believe that they can contribute something to our understanding or at least our acceptance of the trinity. One is that of the egg. An egg has three main parts, a shell, the yolk and the white. 3 parts of one thing all with their own function, and so one way of looking at our Triune God, would be to say that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are different parts of one thing and that each has its own function. Another analogy that some people find helpful is to look at water. Ice, water and steam all have the same chemical formula, H20. Three forms of the one thing. So if three main parts can make up an egg and if H20 can exist in three forms here on earth, why do we find it so hard to accept that our God, who is infinitely greater than water and eggs, can be three in one and one in three.

For me what is far more important is knowing God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit in a personal way, and living out our Christian faith. And we are told by Jesus, if you have seen me, you have seen the Father, so it follows that if we know one, we know the others. So I would like us now to look at who God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are, as revealed to us in the Bible and what it is that holds/ binds them together.

 

God the Father. 

Biblically, God the Father is the one who does the sending. He appears in the Bible as the whence of divine events – the deity from which events come or to which they return. The Father sends Jesus and the Holy Spirit. He is the unsent sender. I do think that some of us have a distorted picture of God the Father. We see him as a man with a big stick, waiting to beat us if we do anything wrong. If you read the Old Testament, sure, I have to agree that God did punish people, but if you consider how many times they turned away from God in spite of what he for them, I think you will have to agree that God the Father is a God of love. The fact that we are still here today, I think, proves that God is a God of love. (I urge you to reread the Old Testament, with this idea in your minds, that God the Father is a God of love.) It is also clear when reading the scripture that God the Father and God the Son exist in a love relationship with each other. I will talk about this a bit more later on.  Jesus also continually directs all the glory to the one who sent Him, God the Father.

God the Son.

God also refers to Jesus as His son.” This is my son, with him I am well pleased.” So who is Jesus? God came to earth in the form of a baby. Now, anyone who knows me knows that I am mad about babies. And I was thinking about this as I thought of God coming to earth as a baby. There is little that is more helpless and vulnerable than a human baby, and yet God was prepared to come to earth and be reliant on humans to look after Him.  Jesus then grew up and at about the age of 30, He was baptized by John and God’s Spirit came upon Him. He then began his active ministry. There are two important things I think we should take note of:  1. Jesus, who is God, receives God’s Spirit who is also God. The two, become one;  2. Jesus, who is God, waits for the Holy Spirit before He begins His active ministry, so why do we try and do things in our own strength. Three years later, Jesus then dies on the cross for us and this was not just physically painful as portrayed so vividly in The Passion, it was also spiritually painful. He cries out, “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” as he takes the sin of the world upon Himself. (For me this is because He is temporarily separated from God the Father.) Jesus then rises from the dead and forty days later He ascends into heaven. But before He leaves the disciples, he promises them one thing, He promises that He will send His Spirit to be with them and He tells them to wait for this, before they embark on their active ministry. In one of the books I was reading a theology student had written a term paper on forgiveness and freedom from guilt. He wrote, “If we confess our sins to Jesus, He takes away our quilt.” He was trying to say that Jesus takes away our guilt. What I liked was the professor’s response. He wrote, “don’t worry, you won’t freeze, because Jesus promised to send His Comforter to be with us always.” And so we come to the third person of the trinity. God, the Holy Spirit.

 

God the Holy spirit. 

Jesus told us that the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, would come and abide with us forever. (Jn. 14:16). Since the day of Pentecost, which we celebrated last week, the Holy Spirit has been carrying out His ministry in the lives of believers everywhere. I am not going to go into any depth about the Holy Spirit in our lives, as I am sure that Helen and Loraine did that with you last week. There are only two things I want to say: 

1. The Holy Spirit did not suddenly appear at Jesus’ baptism or at Pentecost, but has been around since the time of creation. 

2. Without the Spirit, Christian life as we know it would not exist. What separates a good work from a work of God is the Spirit, and it is people recognizing and responding to the Spirit in us, that enables us to go out and make disciples of all humankind. 

 

So, we have now looked at the three persons of the trinity, of our triune God. What you will notice if you read through the scriptures, is that they are bound together in a love relationship and I feel that this is something we need to emulate in our own lives. We have the love of the Father for the Son, and the love of the Son for the Father and so on, all three persons of the trinity existing in an interdependent love relationship, so for me what is important is that rather than getting tied up with trying to find words to explain the trinity and our triune God, let us celebrate that we have such an amazing God. Let us celebrate the fact that we don’t have all the answers now, God is far greater than we can ever comprehend and so let us go out in the power of God’s Spirit who envelops us in God’s love and enables us to share that love in the world, and reach people for God. 

 

This is just an aside:

I also think that in trying to understand the trinity we are limited by our language and by our understanding. One only has to think about trying to express in words the love that you feel for someone, to know that we are limited by language. The Bible also tells us that now we know in part, then we shall know in full, and now we see but a poor reflection, then we shall see face to face (1Cor. 13v12), so I think in part, we have to accept that while we are here on earth in our physical bodies we will never understand the mystery of God fully, but that that is OK.
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