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Sermon Aug04: Shona Fleming 
YOU AND GOD’S CALLING
Ex 4:1-16, Ps 119v33-40, Mk1:17-20
Following on from the talks on listening to God, I want you to ask yourself the following question: “Are you doing what God is calling you to do?” by calling I am not talking about big things like becoming a minister. I am talking about the smaller things you hear God asking you to do. Because, hopefully as you spend time listening to God, using whatever method you choose, you will hear God calling you to do certain things and I want to look at how we respond. Maybe God is calling you to buy someone at work a cup of coffee, take your neighbour flowers from your garden, stop in and visit someone you know is alone etc. I know that during my quiet time, peoples names often come to mind, and if you phone them or sms them, they will say that they really needed to hear from you, or you will find out that they are sick or so on. That is one of the kinds of callings I am talking about. Another is serving the church in some way. Whether it is pouring tea, or greeting people and making them feel at home, talking to the person sitting next to you, running a portfolio on the council- these are all things God could be calling you to do. Whatever it is, of one thing I am certain, each and every one of us has a holy calling on our lives. God has designed us and called us to meet a need in the body of Christ, in its broadest sense, that no-one can meet quite like we can. 
I am going to be looking at three things that sometimes stop us from responding; a feeling of inadequacy, an awareness of our own faults and weaknesses, and a feeling that other people are better equipped to do it than us, so God must rather use them. 
I want to look at the feeling of inadequacy first. Sometimes we don’t respond because we feel ill equipped for the job. We don’t know what to say or how to act etc. This should never stop us, as I have no doubt that if God calls us to do something, he will empower and equip us for the task for which he has called us. Let’s look at some examples in the Bible. In the Old Testament, we all know the story of Moses. God called Moses and he had a lot of excuses. We read in Exodus this morning,” But Moses said, No Lord, don’t send me. I have never been a good speaker and I haven’t become one since you began to speak to me. I am a poor speaker slow and hesitant.” What is Gods response? “Who gives man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or dumb? Who gives him sight? Now go! I will help you to speak, and I will tell you what to say.” Now, you might say that’s all very well for Moses, but you aren’t Moses and you haven’t been called to lead a people out of slavery, so I looked up some readings in the new testament. In Acts there are many examples of hoe God empowers ordinary people to stand up and speak. Peter and John were called before a council of very learned men, including the high priest and his family, to explain there actions. The council were amazed at how these so called ‘uneducated’ men could answer their questions and with such courage! Later on in Acts we read that the Spirit gave Stephen such wisdom when he spoke, that people could not refute him. And it wasn’t just restricted to a few special people. There are examples of whole groups of believers receiving the Spirit and been enabled to go out and boldly serve Christ. The promise of God equipping us to perform a task is as valid today, as it was in biblical times. 
Sometimes our own faults and weaknesses prevent us from serving God, even in the small things He asks of us. I want to read the story of the cracked pot. For those of you who have heard it before, I apologise, but I think it carries a very important message for all of us. That message is that no matter who we are, or where we are in our walk with God, He can use us if we allow Him to. There was a water bearer (WB) in India and he had two large pots. Each hung on the end of a pole which he carried across his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, and the other was perfect. At the end of the long walk from the steam to the master’s house, the cracked pot always arrived half full, while the perfect pot was always full. The perfect pot was very proud of itself, while the cracked pot was ashamed. After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it apologised to the WB. It told him how sorry it was that for the past two years it had only been able to deliver half its load and that because of its flaw the WB didn’t get full value for his efforts. The WB felt sorry for the cracked pot and told him to look at all the beautiful flowers along the path as they returned from the river that day. Indeed, as they went along the path, the cracked pot noticed all the lovely flowers, but when they got home, and he was still only half full, he still felt bad. The WB asked him if he had noticed that there were only flowers on his side of the path and none on the other. He said to the cracked pot,” that is because I have always known of your flaw, so I planted seeds on your side of the path. Every day, as we walk home from the river, you water those flowers and I am able to decorate my masters table with those beautiful flowers. Without you he would not have that beauty to grace his table”. If we are waiting to be perfect before we respond to Gods call, we will wait a long time. God can use us just as we are to produce good fruits. I am not saying that we don’t have to work on our faults. We are called to become more Christ-like as we journey through life with God, but God is aware of our faults and weaknesses and can use us anyway.

Lastly, I want to look at not responding because we feel there is someone better than us to do the job. This is my specialty.  Yes God, I hear you. Now who should I ask to do it? Often I will phone Tim etc. I want to look at Moses again. He said,” Lord send someone else.” God got angry with Moses at this point. What more did He need to do? God had promised to help Moses, give him the words, God had enabled him to perform miraculous acts (changing the stick into a snake etc) and still Moses didn’t want to do what God was asking him to do. Are we like Moses? Or are we more like the disciples we heard about this morning, who left everything and followed Christ. They weren’t given any promises about their future, they just responded to Christ call. There is another disciple that I think deserves special mention here. That is Ananias. Not the one who lied about the money, but the one who responded when God called him to go and minister to Saul. Saul had had his Damascus experience and was waiting in a room for someone to come and pray with him. God called Ananias, an “ordinary” believer. Ananias questioned God briefly, for he knew that Saul was persecuting Christians. However, when God confirmed that he wanted Ananias to go to Saul, he went immediately. I am quite sure that he didn’t want to go, but he did. What was the result of his obedience? A few days later, Saul was preaching in the synagogues that Jesus was the son of God.   There was some discussion in the Tuesday worship meeting as to whether the disciples had met Christ before, and how long God spoke to Moses and prepared him to lead the Israelites out of slavery. For me, that is not important. What is important is that we need to be saying,” Lord, please choose me”, and not “Lord, please choose someone else.” For if we align our will to the will of God, then nothing is impossible. 

I want to end this morning by sharing something out of my own life. I started coming to this church in 1989. I used to sit at the very back of the old church, not because I liked the view, but because I was so shy. At the back, I could leave without speaking to anyone, preferably without even speaking to the priest. Sharing the peace was the worst part of the service for me. Life went on, I had children, stopped working and stayed at home. I started coming to the Tuesday service. After one Tuesday morning service, Colin called me back and asked me if I read. I misunderstood him, and thought he was going to lend me a book. So, I said yes. Colin said” Good, you can do the scripture reading next week.” On hearing this, I felt ill, but I was too shy and too polite to tell Colin that I had misunderstood him, so I went home and started to pray. At first I pleaded with God to let me be ill, or to let Colin forget that he had asked me. Then I became more sensible, and I told God that I could not do it in my own strength, so if this was something that I had to do, then I was fully reliant on Him to enable me to do it. Tuesday dawned and I still felt ill. Colin was early and reminded me that I was reading. (As if I could forget.) When the time came for the readings, I walked forward very shakily, hoping no-one would notice, praying all the way. But do you know, when I opened that Bible and started to read, an incredible peace and calm descended on me, and I was able to do it easily. Now if God can take me from the back and use me, He can certainly use every single person here today.
So, what is God calling you to do? He is asking for your commitment to Him. He is asking us to listen to Him and, when we hear that small voice prompting us to do something, He is asking us to respond, trusting that He will give us what we need to complete the task. Put your trust in God, and I promise you, you will be amazed at the results. 
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