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Congratulations On Your Engagement

Thank you for your inquiry about Christian marriage.  We would like to help you and take your request seriously, and also ask that you take us seriously.

A Christian wedding witnesses not only to the love of a couple for each other, but also to their faith in the presence, power and love of Jesus Christ.  Your wedding should be an occasion of turning to Him in Joy!

Christian marriage involves Christian commitment.  In it we ask God to bless our marriage, so that the love Christ has for his Church can be seen in it and in our lives. In the Anglican Prayer Book service, we pray "that the groom may love his wife as Christ loved his bride the Church, and that the bride may love her husband as the Church is called to love her Lord".  This calls for faith!

Wedding plans and dates
It is very important that you consult with the clergy as soon as you intend to marry.  Do not set a wedding date before doing so, or we may not be able to accommodate your request.

What do I do next?
Please consult the parish office:   011 475 1314 (and answering machine)  08h00 - 13h00 (Mon - Fri)

Fax: 011 475 8284   email: office@stmikes.org.za
Practical Matters Concerning Your Wedding

"Christian marriage is a joyful commitment for me.  It is a public declaration of the couple's intention to live together for life, legally and according to the values of the love of God in Christ, as set out in Scripture.  It is not a fashion show, a reason to buy a large number of expensive clothes, or an excuse to have an expensive party!" [Comment on Weddings from the Synod of Bishops.]

Remarriage of divorcees
1. The Bishop’s permission is required.

2. A period of at least three months is required for this permission to be granted.

Marriage Preparation
It is a requirement that all couples be prepared for marriage.

We use the Prepare-Enrich programme, administered by Family Life Centre, usually consisting of three interviews and costing approximately R150.  In addition, there will be other interviews to discuss Christian marriage and to plan your wedding service.

As this all takes time, don't approach us at the last minute, even if you are a regular parishioner!

You will also be encouraged to seek advice on legal matters, (marriage contract, a will), on medical matters (health check-ups, contraceptive advice) and financial matters (insurances, wills).

Wedding rehearsal
This will be arranged 1 – 3 days prior to the wedding, and will take approximately 30 minutes.  You, your parents, the bridal party, and any others involved, need to attend.

Wedding venue
An increasing number of couples want to marry in one of the ‘all-in-one’ wedding venues.  Please note that this is not allowed.  The Bishop is usually willing to grant permission only to couples who have demonstrated their commitment to Christ through regular worship and ministry participation over a period of time.
Documents
Please produce your ID document or birth certificate (required by law), and proof of baptism.  If one/both are minors, a consent form must be obtained and completed by the parents/guardians. Court orders of divorce must be shown where applicable.  Where a widow(er) is applying, the death certificate of the deceased spouse is required.

Fees 
The following fees apply, to be paid in cash in envelopes to the clergy at or before your rehearsal:

· Organist / pianist: R300 (if St Michael’s provides)

· Church cleaner:  R150
· Car Security guard: R100

· when the sound desk is required: R200
· Church: R750 when not a member of Dedicated Giving Scheme; otherwise donation at own discretion 

· Hall and Kitchen: enquire from the office

· for Flowers, see below 

[ Kindly note: these fees are subject to fluctuation. ]

Hymns
We can arrange a pianist/organist for you, and hymns and other music, both traditional and modern, can be discussed.

Flowers
These can be arranged yourselves, or done for you.  In both cases, we ask that you leave one main arrangement in the Church for the following Sunday (except during Lent and Advent, when we have no flowers in the Church on Sundays).  There are various flower-stands, baskets and vases available for you to use.

If you arrange your own flowers, there are no fees to the church.  

If you require us to arrange them, we will put you in touch with the Flower Co-ordinator of the Church.  The cost of the flowers will be entirely yours, and we ask you to contribute to the Flower Fund.  You can choose colours and varieties of flowers with the person arranging them, and also decide who will purchase them.

Photographs and Videos 
Controlled photography and videos are permissible, but it is essential that the clergy be consulted before the ceremony.

Photographs are not allowed during the actual wedding service and marriage vows, as they distract people and detract from the solemnity of the occasion.  They may be taken at the start and end of the service, and during the signing of the marriage register.

Videos are allowed provided no extra lighting is used, and the video photographer stays in one place.  Please draw their attention to these requirements.

Confetti
Paper confetti may NOT be used - it is impossible to clean up!  Preferably use (outdoors only) rose petals, rice paper, etc., which are biodegradable or which can easily be cleaned up.

Revd Dr Tim Long

Rector   
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